Evening Prayer
April 2, 2025
Wednesday after the Fourth Sunday in Lent

JAMES LLOYD BRECK, Priest, 1876

It is not ourselves that we proclaim; we proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord,
and ourselves as your servants, for Jesus' sake. For the same God who
said, “Out of darkness let light shine,” has caused his light to shine
within us, to give the light of revelation—the revelation of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ. Amen.

null

Confession of Sin

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.



Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

Invitatory and Psalter

All stand

BCP p. 117
Officiant O God, make speed to save us.
People O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

O Gracious Light

O gracious light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of Life,

and to be glorified through all the worlds.

Psalm 119: Ayin BCP p. 773

1217 have done what is just and right; *
do not deliver me to my oppressors.

122 Be surety for your servant’s good; *
let not the proud oppress me.



123 My eyes have failed from watching for your salvation *
and for your righteous promise.

124 Deal with your servant according to your loving-kindness *
and teach me your statutes.

125] am your servant; grant me understanding, *
that I may know your decrees.

126]t is time for you to act, O LORD, *
for they have broken your law.

127 Truly, I love your commandments *
more than gold and precious stones.

128] hold all your commandments to be right for me; *
all paths of falsehood I abhor.

Psalm 119: Pe BCP p. 774

129 Your decrees are wonderful; *
therefore I obey them with all my heart.
130 When your word goes forth it gives light; *
it gives understanding to the simple.
131 open my mouth and pant; *
I long for your commandments.
132 Turn to me in mercy, *
as you always do to those who love your Name.
133 Steady my footsteps in your word; *
let no iniquity have dominion over me.
134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, *
and I will keep your commandments.
135 et your countenance shine upon your servant *
and teach me your statutes.
136 My eyes shed streams of tears, *
because people do not keep your law.

Psalm 119: Sadhe BCP p. 774

137 You are righteous, O LORD, *
and upright are your judgments.



138 You have issued your decrees *
with justice and in perfect faithfulness.
139 My indignation has consumed me, *
because my enemies forget your words.
140 Your word has been tested to the uttermost, *
and your servant holds it dear.
41T am small and of little account, *
yet I do not forget your commandments.
142 Your justice is an everlasting justice *
and your law is the truth.
143 Trouble and distress have come upon me, *
yet your commandments are my delight.
144 The righteousness of your decrees is everlasting; *
grant me understanding, that I may live.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

The First Lesson Gen. 50:15-26
A Reading from the Book of Genesis.

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if
Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the
wrong that we did to him?” So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your
father gave this instruction before he died, Say to Joseph: I beg you,
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming
you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God
of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers
also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.”
But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God?
Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good,
in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no
fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he
reassured them, speaking kindly to them.



So Joseph remained in Egypt, he and his father’s household; and Joseph
lived one hundred ten years. Joseph saw Ephraim’s children of the third
generation; the children of Machir son of Manasseh were also born on
Josephs knees. Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die; but
God will surely come to you, and bring you up out of this land to the
land that he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” So Joseph made
the Israelites swear, saying, “When God comes to you, you shall carry
up my bones from here.” And Joseph died, being one hundred ten years
old; he was embalmed and placed in a coffin in Egypt.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

I. A Song of Jonah Jonah 2:2-7,9

I called to you, O God, out of my distress, and you answered me; *
out of the belly of Sheol I cried, and you heard my voice.
You cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas, *
and the flood surrounded me;
all your waves and billows passed over me.
Then I said, “I am driven away from your sight;
how shall I ever look again upon your holy temple?”
The waters closed in over me, the deep was round about me; *
weeds were wrapped around my head at the roots of the mountains.
I went down to the land beneath the earth, *
yet you brought up my life from the depths, O God.
As my life was ebbing away, I remembered you, O God, *
and my prayer came to you, into your holy temple.
With the voice of thanksgiving, I will sacrifice to you; *
what I have vowed I will pay, for deliverance belongs to the Lord!

The Second Lesson Rom. 8:1-11
A Reading from the Letter to the Romans.



There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from
the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, weakened
by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that
the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those
who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the
Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the
Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is
hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and
those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the
flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.

But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit
is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will
give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

17. The Song of Simeon Luke 2:29-32

Lord, you now have set your servant free *
to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *
whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations, *
and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



The Apostles’ Creed BCP p. 96

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.



Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and for ever. Amen.

Suffrages B

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful.
We entreat you, O Lord.

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be
condemned before the great judgment seat of Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the
communion of [ and] all your saints, entrusting one another
and all our life to Christ,

We entreat you, O Lord.

The Collect of the Day



Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from
heaven to be the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give
us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

James Lloyd Breck, Priest, 1876

O God, who sent your Son to preach peace to those who are far off and
to those who are near: call us from comfortable complacency to preach,
teach, and plant your church on new frontiers, after the example of your
servant James Lloyd Breck; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Seasonal Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and
forgive the sins of all who are penitent: Create and make in us new and
contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging
our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect
remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Collect for Aid against Perils

Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and
all just works: Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world
cannot give, so that our minds may be fixed on the doing of your will,
and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in
peace and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

A Prayer for Mission

O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole
earth also worship you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and



bless you, and men and women everywhere love you and serve you in
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Here may be sung a hymn or anthem.
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.

5. For the Nation

Almighty God, giver of all good things: We thank you for the natural
majesty and beauty of this land. They restore us, though we often
destroy them.

Heal us.

We thank you for the great resources of this nation. They make us rich,
though we often exploit them.
Forgive us.

We thank you for the men and women who have made this country
strong. They are models for us, though we often fall short of them.
Inspire us.

We thank you for the torch of liberty which has been lit in this land. It
has drawn people from every nation, though we have often hidden from
its light.

Enlighten us.

We thank you for the faith we have inherited in all its rich variety. It
sustains our life, though we have been faithless again and again.
Renew us.

Help us, O Lord, to finish the good work here begun. Strengthen our
efforts to blot out ignorance and prejudice, and to abolish poverty and
crime. And hasten the day when all our people, with many voices in one
united chorus, will glorify your holy Name.

Amen.



Before the close of the Office one or both of the following may be used

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom BCP p. 102

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to
make our common supplication to you; and you have promised through
your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in
his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our
desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world
knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Then may be said

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Officiant may then conclude with one of the following

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than
we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in
the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.

Ephesians 3:20,21
James Lloyd Breck

James Lloyd Breck was one of the most important missionaries of the
Episcopal Church in the nineteenth century. He was called “The Apostle
of the Wilderness.”

Breck was born in Philadelphia in 1818, and like many important
churchmen of his time, was greatly influenced by the pastoral devotion,
liturgical concern, and sacramental emphasis of William Augustus
Muhlenberg. Breck attended Muhlenberg’s school in Flushing, New
York, before entering the University of Pennsylvania. Muhlenberg
inspired him, when he was sixteen years old, to dedicate himself to a
missionary life. The dedication was crystallized when Breck, with three



other classmates from the General Theological Seminary, founded a
religious community at Nashotah, Wisconsin, which in 1844 was on the
frontier.

Nashotah became a center of liturgical observance, of pastoral

care, and of education. Isolated families were visited, mission stations
established, and, probably for the first time since the Revolution,
Episcopal missionaries were the first to reach the settlers.

Although Nashotah House flourished, and became one of the
seminaries of the Episcopal Church, the “religious house” ideal did not.
Breck moved on to St. Paul, Minnesota, where he began the work of
the Episcopal Church there. At Gull Lake, he organized St. Columba’s
Mission for the Chippewa. Although the mission did not survive, it laid
the foundation for work among the Native Americans by their own
native priests.

In 1855, Breck married, and in 1858 settled in Faribault,

Minnesota, where his mission was associated with one of the first
cathedrals established in the Episcopal Church in the United States.
He also founded Seabury Divinity School, which later merged with
Western Theological Seminary, to become Seabury-Western. In 1867,
Breck went on to California, inspired principally by the opportunity of
founding a new theological school. His schools in Benicia, California,
did not survive, but the five parishes he founded did, and the church in
California was strengthened immensely through his work. He died of
exhaustion, at the age of 57, in 1876.
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