
Evening Prayer

April 5, 2025

Saturday after  the Fourth Sunday in Lent

HARRIET STARR CANNON, Monastic, 1896

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Philippians 1:2

Confession of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Officiant and People together, all kneeling

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.



Invitatory and Psalter  

All stand

BCP p. 117

Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
People O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

O Gracious Light  

O gracious light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of Life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

Psalm 33 BCP p. 626

1 Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous; * 
it is good for the just to sing praises.

2 Praise the LORD with the harp; * 
play to him upon the psaltery and lyre.

3 Sing for him a new song; * 
sound a fanfare with all your skill upon the trumpet.

4 For the word of the LORD is right, * 
and all his works are sure.



5 He loves righteousness and justice; * 
the loving-kindness of the LORD fills the whole earth.

6 By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, * 
by the breath of his mouth all the heavenly hosts.

7 He gathers up the waters of the ocean as in a water-skin * 
and stores up the depths of the sea.

8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; * 
let all who dwell in the world stand in awe of him.

9 For he spoke, and it came to pass; * 
he commanded, and it stood fast.

10 The LORD brings the will of the nations to naught; * 
he thwarts the designs of the peoples.

11 But the LORD’S will stands fast for ever, * 
and the designs of his heart from age to age.

12 Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! * 
happy the people he has chosen to be his own!

13 The LORD looks down from heaven, * 
and beholds all the people in the world.

14 From where he sits enthroned he turns his gaze * 
on all who dwell on the earth.

15 He fashions all the hearts of them * 
and understands all their works.

16 There is no king that can be saved by a mighty army; * 
a strong man is not delivered by his great strength.

17 The horse is a vain hope for deliverance; * 
for all its strength it cannot save.

18 Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon those who fear him, * 
on those who wait upon his love,

19 To pluck their lives from death, * 
and to feed them in time of famine.

20 Our soul waits for the LORD; * 
he is our help and our shield.

21 Indeed, our heart rejoices in him, * 
for in his holy Name we put our trust.

22 Let your loving-kindness, O LORD, be upon us, * 
as we have put our trust in you.



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons  

The First Lesson Exod. 2:23-3:15

A Reading from the Book of Exodus.

After a long time the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned under 
their slavery, and cried out. Out of the slavery their cry for help rose up 
to God. God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God looked upon the Israelites, and 
God took notice of them. 

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of 
Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the 
mountain of God. There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a 
flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it 
was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this 
great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” When the LORD 
saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, 
“Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no 
closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you 
are standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am the God of your 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” 
And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are 
in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I 
know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from the 
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad 
land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen 
how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to 
bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 

But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and 
bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this 



shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have 
brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this 
mountain.” But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to 
them, The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, 
What is his name? what shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I AM 
WHO I AM.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, I AM 
has sent me to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the 
Israelites, The LORD,  the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is my 
name forever, and this my title for all generations. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

9. The First Song of Isaiah Isaiah 12:2-6

Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
I will trust in him and not be afraid.

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 
and he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 
from the springs of salvation.

And on that day you shall say, * 
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;

Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 
and this is known in all the world.

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Second Lesson Rom. 9:1-18



A Reading from the Letter to the Romans.

I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience 
confirms it by the Holy Spirit— I have great sorrow and unceasing 
anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed and 
cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according 
to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the 
glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the 
promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to 
the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. 
Amen. 

It is not as though the word of God had failed. For not all Israelites truly 
belong to Israel, and not all of Abraham’s children are his true 
descendants; but “It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named 
for you.” This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the 
children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as 
descendants. For this is what the promise said, “About this time I will 
return and Sarah shall have a son.” Nor is that all; something similar 
happened to Rebecca when she had conceived children by one husband, 
our ancestor Isaac. Even before they had been born or had done 
anything good or bad (so that God’s purpose of election might continue, 
not by works but by his call) she was told, “The elder shall serve the 
younger.” As it is written, “I have loved Jacob, but I have hated Esau.” 

What then are we to say? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no means! 
For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I 
will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” So it depends not 
on human will or exertion, but on God who shows mercy. For the 
scripture says to Pharaoh, “I have raised you up for the very purpose of 
showing my power in you, so that my name may be proclaimed in all 
the earth.” So then he has mercy on whomever he chooses, and he 
hardens the heart of whomever he chooses. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.



15. The Song of Mary Luke 1:46-55

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him * 

in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm, * 

he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 

and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 

and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 

for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, * 

to Abraham and his children for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed BCP p. 96

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers  

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray.

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen.

Suffrages B  



That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful. 
We entreat you, O Lord.

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat you, O Lord.

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be 
condemned before the great judgment seat of Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the 
communion of [________ and] all your saints, entrusting one another 
and all our life to Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord.

The Collect of the Day

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from 
heaven to be the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give 
us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Harriet Starr Cannon, Monastic, 1896

Gracious God, who called Harriet Starr Cannon and her companions to 
revive the monastic vocation in the Episcopal Church and to dedicate 
their lives to you: Grant that we, after their example, may ever surrender 
ourselves to the revelation of your holy will; through our Lord and 



Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

Seasonal Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and 
forgive the sins of all who are penitent: Create and make in us new and 
contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging 
our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect 
remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Collect for Saturdays  

O God, the source of eternal light: Shed forth your unending day upon 
us who watch for you, that our lips may praise you, our lives may bless 
you, and our worship on the morrow give you glory; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer for Mission  

O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole 
earth also worship you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and 
bless you, and men and women everywhere love you and serve you in 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Here may be sung a hymn or anthem.

Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.

22. For Sound Government

The responses in italics may be omitted.
O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a 
people at peace among ourselves and a blessing to other nations of the 
earth.
Lord, keep this nation under your care.

To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of States, 



Mayors of Cities, and to all in administrative authority, grant wisdom 
and grace in the exercise of their
duties.
Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our laws in 
States, Cities, and Towns, give courage, wisdom, and foresight to 
provide for the needs of all our people, and to fulfill our obligations in 
the community of nations.
Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and 
integrity, that human rights may be safeguarded and justice served.
Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept their 
responsibilities to their fellow citizens, that they may elect trustworthy 
leaders and make wise decisions for the well-being of our society; that 
we may serve you faithfully in our generation and honor your holy 
Name.
For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Amen.

Before the close of the Office one or both of the following may be used

A General Thanksgiving (2007 Version) BCP 836 
 
Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have 
done for us. We thank you for the splendor of the whole 
creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, 
and for the mystery of love. 
 
We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for 
the loving care which surrounds us on every side. 
 
We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best 
efforts, and for leading us to accomplishments which satisfy 
and delight us. 



 
We thank you also for those disappointments and failures 
that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on you alone. 
 
Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the 
truth of his Word and the example of his life; for his steadfast 
obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying, 
through which he overcame death; and for his rising to life 
again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom. 
 
Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and 
make him known; and through him, at all times and in all 
places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen.

Then may be said

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

The Officiant may then conclude with one of the following

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Romans 15:13

Harriet Starr Cannon

Harriet Starr Cannon was one of the founding sisters, and first superior,
of the Community of St. Mary, the first religious order for women
formally recognized in the Episcopal Church.
Mother Harriet was born in Charleston, South Carolina, in 1823,
and was orphaned in 1824 when her parents died of yellow fever.
She grew up with her sister, her only surviving sibling, in Bridgeport,
Connecticut. Following the death of her sister, Harriet entered the



Sisterhood of the Holy Communion, an order founded by William
Augustus Muhlenberg, Rector of the Church of the Holy Communion
in New York City. The sisters were heavily involved in the operation of
clinics and care facilities that would become St. Luke’s Hospital in the
City of New York, and Harriet served as a nurse.
Over time, however, she and other sisters began to yearn for a
more traditionally monastic form of the religious life. When agreement
could not be reached with the Sisters of the Holy Communion, a small
group of them discerned a call to begin a new order. On the Feast of the
Presentation, February 2, 1865, Bishop Horatio Potter of the Diocese of
New York received from Harriet Cannon and her sisters the traditional
monastic vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience at St. Michael’s
Church in Manhattan. The sisters began life together as the Community
of St. Mary, and Harriet became the community’s first Superior.
The apostolate of the Community of St. Mary began with nursing
and the care of women who had endured difficult circumstances.
After a time, however, the sisters became increasingly committed to
providing schools for the education of young women in addition to
their medical work. The Community continued to grow and developed
schools for girls, hospitals, and orphanages in New York, Tennessee,
and Wisconsin. They continue their ministries to this day in Greenwich,
New York, Sewanee, Tennessee, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and Luwinga,
Malawi.
Mother Harriet died on April 5, 1896, in Peekskill, New York.
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