Evening Prayer
March 31, 2025
Monday after the Fourth Sunday in Lent

JOHN DONNE, Priest and Poet, 1631

Seek him who made the Pleiades and Orion, and turns deep darkness
into the morning, and darkens the day into night; who calls for the
waters of the sea and pours them out upon the surface of the earth: The
Lord is his name.

Amos 5:8

Confession of Sin

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.



Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

Invitatory and Psalter

All stand

BCP p. 117
Officiant O God, make speed to save us.
People O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

O Gracious Light

O gracious light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of Life,

and to be glorified through all the worlds.

Psalm 89: Part II BCP p. 715

*

19You spoke once in vision and said to your faithful people:
“I have set the crown upon a warrior
and have exalted one chosen out of the people.



20] have found David my servant; *
with my holy oil have I anointed him.
21 My hand will hold him fast *
and my arm will make him strong.
22 No enemy shall deceive him, *
nor any wicked man bring him down.
23] will crush his foes before him *
and strike down those who hate him.
24 My faithfulness and love shall be with him, *
and he shall be victorious through my Name.
25] shall make his dominion extend *
from the Great Sea to the River.
26 He will say to me, “You are my Father, *
my God, and the rock of my salvation.’
27] will make him my firstborn *
and higher than the kings of the earth.
28] will keep my love for him for ever, *
and my covenant will stand firm for him.
29] will establish his line for ever *
and his throne as the days of heaven.”
30 “If his children forsake my law *
and do not walk according to my judgments;
311f they break my statutes *
and do not keep my commandments;
32] will punish their transgressions with a rod *
and their iniquities with the lash;
33 But I will not take my love from him, *
nor let my faithfulness prove false.
3] will not break my covenant, *
nor change what has gone out of my lips.
35Once for all I have sworn by my holiness: *
‘I will not lie to David.
36 His line shall endure for ever *
and his throne as the sun before me;
37Tt shall stand fast for evermore like the moon, *
the abiding witness in the sky.””



38 But you have cast off and rejected your anointed; *
you have become enraged at him.
39 You have broken your covenant with your servant, *
defiled his crown, and hurled it to the ground.
40 You have breached all his walls *
and laid his strongholds in ruins.
41 All who pass by despoil him; *
he has become the scorn of his neighbors.
42You have exalted the right hand of his foes *
and made all his enemies rejoice.
43 You have turned back the edge of his sword *
and have not sustained him in battle.
44You have put an end to his splendor *
and cast his throne to the ground.
45 You have cut short the days of his youth *
and have covered him with shame.
46 How long will you hide yourself, O LORD?
will you hide yourself for ever? *
how long will your anger burn like fire?
47 Remember, LORD, how short life is, *
how frail you have made all flesh.
48 Who can live and not see death? *
who can save himself from the power of the grave?
49 Where, Lord, are your loving-kindnesses of old, *
which you promised David in your faithfulness?
50 Remember, Lord, how your servant is mocked, *
how I carry in my bosom the taunts of many peoples,
51 The taunts your enemies have hurled, O LORD, *
which they hurled at the heels of your anointed.
52 Blessed be the LORD for evermore! *
Amen, I say, Amen.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons



The First Lesson Gen. 49:1-28
A Reading from the Book of Genesis.

Then Jacob called his sons, and said: “Gather around, that I may tell you
what will happen to you in days to come. Assemble and hear, O sons of
Jacob; listen to Israel your father. Reuben, you are my firstborn, my
might and the first fruits of my vigor, excelling in rank and excelling in
power. Unstable as water, you shall no longer excel because you went up
onto your father’s bed; then you defiled it—you went up onto my

couch!

Simeon and Levi are brothers; weapons of violence are their swords.
May I never come into their council; may I not be joined to their
company— for in their anger they killed men, and at their whim they
hamstrung oxen. Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce, and their wrath,
for it is cruel! I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel.

Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of
your enemies; your father’s sons shall bow down before you. Judah is a
lion’s whelp; from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He crouches
down, he stretches out like a lion, like a lioness—who dares rouse him
up? The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from
between his feet, until tribute comes to him; and the obedience of the
peoples is his. Binding his foal to the vine and his donkey’s colt to the
choice vine, he washes his garments in wine and his robe in the blood of
grapes; his eyes are darker than wine, and his teeth whiter than milk.

Zebulun shall settle at the shore of the sea; he shall be a haven for ships,
and his border shall be at Sidon. Issachar is a strong donkey, lying down
between the sheepfolds; he saw that a resting place was good, and that
the land was pleasant; so he bowed his shoulder to the burden, and
became a slave at forced labor. Dan shall judge his people as one of the
tribes of Israel. Dan shall be a snake by the roadside, a viper along the
path, that bites the horse’s heels so that its rider falls backward. I wait
for your salvation, O LORD. Gad shall be raided by raiders, but he shall
raid at their heels. Asher’s food shall be rich, and he shall provide royal
delicacies. Naphtali is a doe let loose that bears lovely fawns.



Joseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by a spring; his branches run
over the wall. The archers fiercely attacked him; they shot at him and
pressed him hard. Yet his bow remained taut, and his arms were made
agile by the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob, by the name of the
Shepherd, the Rock of Israel, by the God of your father, who will help
you, by the Almighty who will bless you with blessings of heaven
above, blessings of the deep that lies beneath, blessings of the breasts
and of the womb. The blessings of your father are stronger than the
blessings of the eternal mountains, the bounties of the everlasting hills;
may they be on the head of Joseph, on the brow of him who was set
apart from his brothers. Benjamin is a ravenous wolf, in the morning
devouring the prey, and at evening dividing the spoil.”

All these are the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is what their father said
to them when he blessed them, blessing each one of them with a suitable
blessing.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

14. A Song of PenitencePrayer of Manasseh 1-2, 4, 6-7, 11-15

O Lord and Ruler of the hosts of heaven, *
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,

and of all their righteous offspring:

You made the heavens and the earth, *
with all their vast array.

All things quake with fear at your presence; *
they tremble because of your power.

But your merciful promise is beyond all measure; *
it surpasses all that our minds can fathom.

O Lord, you are full of compassion, *
long-suffering, and abounding in mercy.

You hold back your hand; *
you do not punish as we deserve.



In your great goodness, Lord,
you have promised forgiveness to sinners, *
that they may repent of their sin and be saved.
And now, O Lord, I bend the knee of my heart, *
and make my appeal, sure of your gracious goodness.
I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned, *
and I know my wickedness only too well.
Therefore I make this prayer to you: *
Forgive me, Lord, forgive me.
Do not let me perish in my sin, *
nor condemn me to the depths of the earth.
For you, O Lord, are the God of those who repent, *
and in me you will show forth your goodness.
Unworthy as I am, you will save me,
in accordance with your great mercy, *
and I will praise you without ceasing all the days of my life.
For all the powers of heaven sing your praises, *
and yours is the glory to ages of ages. Amen.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Second Lesson Rom. 7:1-12
A Reading from the Letter to the Romans.

Do you not know, brothers and sisters—for I am speaking to those who
know the law—that the law is binding on a person only during that
person’s lifetime? Thus a married woman is bound by the law to her
husband as long as he lives; but if her husband dies, she is discharged
from the law concerning the husband. Accordingly, she will be called an
adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is alive. But
if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries another
man, she is not an adulteress. In the same way, my friends, you have
died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to
another, to him who has been raised from the dead in order that we may
bear fruit for God. While we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions,
aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death.



But now we are discharged from the law, dead to that which held us
captive, so that we are slaves not under the old written code but in the
new life of the Spirit.

What then should we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet, if it had
not been for the law, I would not have known sin. I would not have
known what it is to covet if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.”
But sin, seizing an opportunity in the commandment, produced in me
all kinds of covetousness. Apart from the law sin lies dead. I was once
alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived
and I died, and the very commandment that promised life proved to be
death to me. For sin, seizing an opportunity in the commandment,
deceived me and through it killed me. So the law is holy, and the
commandment is holy and just and good.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

17. The Song of Simeon Luke 2:29-32

Lord, you now have set your servant free *
to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *
whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations, *
and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed BCP p. 96

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit



and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.



For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Suffrages B

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful.
We entreat you, O Lord.

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be
condemned before the great judgment seat of Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the
communion of [ and] all your saints, entrusting one another
and all our life to Christ,

We entreat you, O Lord.

The Collect of the Day

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from
heaven to be the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give
us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



John Donne, Priest and Poet, 1631

O God of eternal glory, whom no one living can see and yet whom to see
is to live; grant that with your servant John Donne, we may see your
glory in the face of your Son, Jesus Christ, and then, with all our skill
and wit, offer you our crown of prayer and praise, until by his grace we
stand in that last and everlasting day, when death itself will die, and all
will live in you, who with the Holy Spirit and the same Lord Jesus Christ
are one God in everlasting light and glory. Amen.

Seasonal Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and
forgive the sins of all who are penitent: Create and make in us new and
contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging
our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect
remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Collect for Protection

O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of
those who labor, and the repose of the dead: We thank you for the
blessings of the day that is past, and humbly ask for your protection
through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours;
through him who died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

A Prayer for Mission

O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send
forth upon us the spirit of love, that in companionship with one another
your abounding grace may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Here may be sung a hymn or anthem.

Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.



Prayers of the People

18. For Peace BCP 258
Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace,
and guide with your wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of
the earth, that in tranquillity your dominion may increase until the earth
is filled with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever. Amen.

For the Oppressed

Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live
with injustice, terror, disease, and death as their constant companions.
Have mercy upon us. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to these our
neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their lives establishing equal
protection of the law and equal opportunities for all. And grant that
every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this land;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Before the close of the Office one or both of the following may be used

The General Thanksgiving BCP p. 101

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness



to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Then may be said

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Officiant may then conclude with one of the following

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than
we can ask or imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in
the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.

Ephesians 3:20,21

John Donne
Priest and Poet, 1631

“Any man’s death diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind.
And therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls: It tolls for
thee.”

These words are familiar to many; their author, John Donne,

is one of the greatest of English poets. In his own time, he was the
best-known preacher in the Church of England, but he came to that
eminence by a tortuous path. Born into a wealthy and pious Roman



Catholic family on January 21, 1572, in London, he was educated at
both Oxford and Cambridge, and studied law at Lincoln’s Inn. Some
time later he conformed to the Established Church and embarked upon
a promising political career of service to the State. The revelation of his
secret marriage in 1601 to the niece of his employer, the Lord Keeper
of the Great Seal, brought his public career to an end. In 1615, he was
persuaded by King James I and others to receive ordination.
Following several brief parish pastorates, Donne rose rapidly in
popularity as Dean of St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, from 1621 until
his death. He drew great throngs to the cathedral and to Paul’s Cross,
a nearby open-air pulpit. His sermons reflect the wide learning of the
scholar, the passionate intensity of the poet, and the profound devotion
of one struggling in his own life to relate the freedom and demands of
the gospel to the concerns of a common humanity, on every level and in
all its complexities.

The hymn “Wilt thou forgive that sin where I bequn” (The Hymnal
1982, #140) is one of his poetic legacies. In another famous poem, he
writes:

Batter my heart, three-person’d God, for you

As yet but knock, breathe, shine, and seek to mend;

That I may rise and stand, o’erthrow me, and bend

Your force to break, blow, burn, and make me new.

1, like an usurp’d town to another due,

Labor to admit you, but oh, to no end;

Reason, your viceroy in me, me should defend,

But is captiv’d, and proves weak or untrue.

Yet dearly I love you, and would be lov’d fain,

But am betroth’d unto your enemy;

Divorce me, untie or break that knot again,

Take me to you, imprison me, for I,

Except you enthrall me, never shall be free,

Nor ever chaste, except you ravish me.

John Donne died in London on March 31, 1631.
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